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tween Massachusetts and Pennsylvania. Because of the state-hospital system
every state does have some psychiatrists, though there are many with less
than 10.

Perhaps the spotty distribution of psychiatrists is not as serious, since the
average physician is presumed to be able to take care of the minor emotional
disorders. However, medical care for mental illness is inadequate, since most
physicians have not had training in psychosomatic medicine.

Although there are state hospitals in every state, these are very inadequate.
On the whole they are a disgrace to psychiatry, to medicine, and to America.
The average cost of a patient in a general hospital is about $8.50 a day; in a
state hospital it runs $1.22 a day.51 In 1942, the cost of food in state hospitals
averaged 22 cents per patient per day. In 1944, there was an average of only
i physician to 305 patients and i graduate nurse for 158 patients. It was esti-
mated 32 that in 1941, state hospitals had an over-all shortage of employees of
42 per cent. In physicians they were short 74 per cent of their needs; of grad-
uate nurses, 78.8 per cent; of clinical psychologists, 91.9 per cent; of social
workers, 70.8 per cent. These figures explain the lack of proper care in state
hospitals, to say nothing about the absence of a treatment program.

The experience in the war indicated clearly that as a result of these gross
inadequacies America isn't as healthy as it ought to be. The Federal Security
Agency reported that about half of the 16,000,000 youths examined for the
draft had physical or mental defects. This group "consisted of five million
rejectees, a million and a half men with rejectable defects who were inducted
into the Armed Forces and rehabilitated, and an additional million and a half
who were inducted that had to be discharged for physical and mental defects
not acquired in the Service/' 80 Therefore, the problem of supplying sufficient
medical care to our populace is a very vital and fundamental one.

The question of how to supply good medical care to the entire popula-
tion is a moot question. Momentarily it is being given intensive consideration
in many quarters. In November, 1945, President Truman asked Congress for
legislation on national health. This was followed by submission to Congress of
the Wagner-Murray-Dingell bill which proposed a national compulsory health
insurance. In 1946, Senator Robert A. Taft introduced a substitute bill which
would provide medical and dental care for "all families unable to pay for
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